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33. Morbus Erronum.— I)r. Grebkiiow showed to tho Clinical Society of 
London (Jnn. 14) a patient presenting such marked pigmentation of the skin 
that he had been Eent to tho Middlesex Hospital as n case of Addison’s disease. 
He wus a pauper, about sixty years of ago, and doubtless had long been ex- 
nosed to tho influences of dirt and vermin. Most of the regions chiefly affected 
in Addison’s disease wero hero very deeply pigmented, but Bomo symptoms 
which might bo attributed to constitutional disturbance—e. g. t vomiting and 
breathlessness—were accounted for by cardiac disoase. Possibly some cases 
erroneously described as Addison’s disease, without supra-renal affection, wero 
examples of this kind of pigmentation, which J)r. Grcenhow proposed to call 
“morbus erronum,” or “ vagabond’s disease.” Tho discoloration, however, 
woa moro mottled and less uniformly distributed than in Addison’s disease. 
Moreover, the faco and hands wero tho least discoloured, ond repeated applica¬ 
tions of. detergents had diminished considerably the depth of tint. The presi¬ 
dent Inquired whether there was any pigmentation of tho buccal raucous mem- 
brane or of the eyelids. Dr. Grcenhow replied that there was faint pigmenta¬ 
tion of the buccal membrane, and remarked that this was not peculiar to 
Addison’s disease. 


SURGICAL PATHOLOGY AND THERAPEUTICS, AND 
OPERATIVE SURGERY. 

34. Pathology and Operative Treatment of Hip Disease .—Tho Nos. of the 
Edinburgh Medical Journal for January and February Inst contain an interest¬ 
ing paper on this subject by Mr. Thos. Annandai.k, Surgeon to the Royal In¬ 
firmary. He thuB summarizes his views regarding tho pathology nnd operative 
treatment of this nffection' 

(1) That although hip disease may commence in tho synovial membrnno or 
pelvic bono, it originates most frequently in the head of tho femur. 

(2) That the early, euro, and safe detection of tho exact condition of a dis¬ 
eased hip or other joint, when symptoms of suppuration aro present or arc 
doubtful, by means of an antiseptic exploratory incision, iB n yaluublo improve¬ 
ment nnd aid in tho treatment of joint affections. 

(3) That tho early excision of tho head of tho femur, when diseased, is the 
treatment most likely to check tho progress of hip disenso, nnd to cause tho 
pntient’s recovery, with a movable nnd useful limb. 

(4) That, therefore, when signs of suppuration exist in connection with hip 
disenso, nn exploratory incision should bo made, nnd tho condition of the joint 
determined. 

(5) That if tho articular surfaces aro found to be unnffcctcd, means should 
bo used to favour tho free escape of pus or other fluid from tho joint, nud care 
taken to keep tho articulation perfectly nt rest. 

(6) That if tho articular cnrtilngo of the head of tho femur is found to bo 
destroyed, nnd the disenso is limited to this portion of bone, excision should bo 
ot once performed by sawing through its neck. 

(7) That ir tho disenso affects more than tho head of tho femur, this portion 
of bone, together with the neck ond great trochanter, should bo excised; and 
any diseased portion of tho acetabulum also taken away. 

(8) That in all operations on tho hip or other joints, antiseptic precautions 
should bo carefully employed during tho operation, and until tho wound is 
healed, ns this treatment is the most certain known means of lessening the 
mortality. 

35. Amputation through the I lip-jo'nt .—Two highly interesting cases of this 
operation by E. 8 O’Grady, Burgeon to Mercer’s Hospital, aro recorded in 
tho Dublin Journ. Med. Sci. for January of the present year. Roth cases 
were very unpromising, but tho result was satisfactory. In the first case tho 
disarticulation through the hip was subsequent to amputation through tho 
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thigh for a tranmatio injury. Tho Beconcl cnso occurred in a dolicato lad, with 
anchylosis of the hip-joint in a faulty position, with running sinuses, which led 
to diseased bouo. 

36. Fibrocystic Bronchocelc; Operation; Recovery. —Dt.Woi.frrdNklso.v 
records (Canada Med. Record, Jim. 1876) an interesting cnso of this. Tho 
subject of it was a singlo woman, ret. 32, in fair health. Tho diseaso was he¬ 
reditary in her family. The tumour first appeared when at tho ago of 16, and 
gradually enlarged till it attained tho sizo of a teacup—at times it caused 
difficulty of breathing. Tho tumour was attached to leftside of trachea and 
appeared to involve only tho left thyroid gland. Tho operation was porformed 
on the 24th October, 1874, ns follows: "An incision was made fivo inches long, 
extending from a point about one inch on tho left side of the trachon, on alovel 
with tho upper border of tho thyroid cartilage, passing somewhat obliquely 
downwards and inwards to within a short distnneo of tho sternum. On reach¬ 
ing the fascia it was takeu up carefully and divided layer by layer, all vessels 
being tied beforo severing. No veins of any size were divided. On coming to 
thelast covering, the tumour slipped out freely from its sac, leaving it nttacncd 
by a base of two inches in diameter; tho vessels entering tho tumour wero 
carefully dissected out. Extreme caro had to ho observed at this slogo of tho 
operation, owing to the intimato relation of the tumour to tho shenth of tho 
carotid. At this point tho superior thyroid was ligated. Growth hero had ex¬ 
tended downwards botween tho trachea nud tho sheath, pushing tho latter to 
one side outwardly; tho tumour was* then completely removed by A few final 
touches of the knife. Very little blood was lost during tho operation, probably 
not moro than three or four ounces. Tho cavity was then carefully sponged 
out with carbolic lotion, 1 x GO. It lmd rather a formidable appearanco; tho 
finger was easily passed between tho carotid vessels and tho trachea. Homo 
timo was permitted to elapse to allow for the stoppngo of venous oozing, tho 
sides of tho wound woro then closely brought into apposition and carefully 
closed by silver sutures. Tho effect of tho chloroform having passed off, sho 
was enjoined to bo quiet, cold water dressing was applied. PhIbo full and reg¬ 
ular. About half an hour after tho operation, sho vomited some bilious-look¬ 
ing fluid, when blood was observed to ho flowing from beneath tho dressing. 
On examination, the cavity of the wound was found to bo filled with blood, 
which was forcibly ejected from beneath tho sutures; they wero removed and 
all clots washed out. Tho bleeding appeared to bo due to capillary oozing; it 
was considered beat to religato tho superior thyroid. Tho cavity was then 
washed out with a solution of ferri pcrehlor,, 1 x 20; this at onco chocked tho 
bleeding. The wound was allowed to remain opoa until it became thoroughly 
glazed, tho sides were then brought into apposition, but no sutures woro put 
in, tho parts being kept together by mcanB of adhesive straps and pads. At 
ono o’clock she again attempted to vomit, when I held her head to provent any 
Btrotcbing of the neck. The slightest movement seemed to increaso the irri¬ 
tability of tho stomach. I kept her in ono position until threo o’clock, when 
on slight movement the nausea again returned. By holding hor head firmly 
against tho pillow, no bad results followed. At six, when I carried her into 
another room to her bed, nausea again caused mo sorao anxiety; securing her 
heud as abovo prevented any Btrotcbing of tho parts. Sho was placed safely 
in bed, but a few drops of blood coming away. The progress of tho case was 
tolerably steady towards recovery, and thirteen months afterwards sho was in 
perfect health. 

37. Pachydermatocelo of tho Scalp .—Dr. Wm. Stokf.s, Prof, of Surgery, 
Royal College of Surgeons, Ireland, records ( Dublin Journ. Med. Sc., Jon. 
1876) a case of extensive pachydcrmotocelo ocoupying tho whole of the pos¬ 
terior portion of the scalp, in a man aged 33. in winch ho successfully excised 
the tumour. The hemorrhage which took place during the operation, from tho 
vast number of small vessels which went to nourish tho enormous mns8, was, ho 
states, fierce and uncoutrollable, so much so that tho patient appeared dead. 
"Tho respiration ceased, the pulse ceased, the face assumed a cadaveric hue, 
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the eyes become glazed, nud he was, to all appearances, dead.” By adopting 
Nfilaton’s method of resuscitating persons suffering from Byncopo produced by 
chloroform, the patient after five or six minutes revived, aud tho operation was 
completed. The patient ultimately made a good recovery. 

38. Removal of a Wounded Kidney. —M. Marvaud. Surgeon-Major in an 
Algerian regiment, relates [Rev. de Mid. MHilaire, October) tho caso of a 
young Arab woman who had been severely wounded in tho right lumbar region 
by means of a long knife or yataghan. The instrument, cutting only on ono 
edge, had a thick imek, and on withdrawing it the right kidney was also drawn 
out of the wound, between the lips of which it retnnined strangulated. There 
was considerable hemorrhage, hut this soon stopped. A silk ligature was 
passed around the pedicle of tho extruded organ, and at the end of some weeks 
tho kidney was separated—tho patient continuing in good health the whole 
time, nnd tho secretion of urine being normal. She was discharged perfectly 
well two months nftor admission.— Canadian Journal of Medical Sciences, 
March, 1876. 

39. Liquor Bismuth i given as Enema for Hemorrhoids and Prolapsus Ani. 
—Ur. John Ui.R1.and relates (Practitioner, Jan. 1876) a case of prolapsus ani 
in a woman, so extensive that half a yard of bowel was extruded, which ho 
successfully treated by placing the patient in bed, then iujccting, after tho pro¬ 
lapsus was reduced, a doBertspoouful of liquid, bismuth! in half n wineglassfnl 
of starch,' which was directed to be retained. lie has sinco “ frequently used 
tho same remedy for tho ordinary prolapsus of children, with invariable and 
rapid success.” 

“In severo hemorrhoids,” he remarks, " there are usually threo parts affected, 
tho integument, the mucous membrane, nnd tho hemorrhoidal veins. Plainly 
the veins cannot bo reached by local medicaments, and thoso comparatively 
few cases in which they alone arc involved muBt be treated in other wavs. Tho 
integument, together with the edge of tho mucous membrano up to the grasp 
of the sphincter, is within easy reach, nnd may bo treated in various ways ac¬ 
cording to circumstances. Thus, when the congestion is superficial and pro¬ 
duces n catarrhal oozing, bathing with whiskey or other alcoholic lotion, a small 
pad of dry cotton-wool firmly applied to soak up tho moisture, aud also zinc or 
bismuth in powder or ointment are all exceedingly useful; nod when a congested 
BUrface within easy reach is accompanied with venous engorgement, tincture of 
iodino sometimes produces surprising effects, although in other instances it is 
too painful to bo borne. But wnen tho mucous membrane is considerably in¬ 
volved, I know no application to compare with injection of liquor bisinnthi, 
which has the advantage of being painless; end, as in the enso of prolapsus 
narrated above, the improvement of the mucous membrano has a wonderful 
influence on both tho veins and iutegnment. In instances in which the ne¬ 
cessity for surgical interference appeared indubitable, I have had tho gratifica¬ 
tion of defrauding myself of the pleasure of operating, nnd of seeing tho pntient 
recover. This is the more gratifying, ns tho surgical treatment of hemorrhoids 
labours under the disadvantage, that, no matter wlint bo the particular operation 
adopted, it never removes tho predisposing cause of tho malady.” 

40. Method of Opening Abscesses without causing Pain.— Dr. Borookzini, 
of Boulogne, recommends for (his purpose tho application to the skin, for 
from three to five minutes, of a solution of two parts of carbolio acid in ono 
part of glycerine. If the skin is inflamed, ns it usually is in acute abscesses, 
the nmesthesia should not bo too long applied. Dr. B. thinks that this antes- 
thetic may bo utilized In autoplastic operations, ami for superficial neural¬ 
gias.— La Tribune Midicalc, 26 Deo. 1876 

fDr. Bill four years ago demonstrated tho anai9thclic properties of carbolic 
acid locally applied, in his elaborate and interesting article published in tho 
No. of this Journal for July, 1872, p. 35.—Ed.] 



